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Abstract

Gynaikothrips ficorum is associated its host plant, Ficus microcarpa. In this
present study of three aspects of M. confusa predation upon all three stages
of thrips: (i) functional response of the predator as a function of different
densities of thrips eggs, immature and adults separately. Based on a logistic
regression of the number of prey consumed/density, was determined through
the CATMOD of SAS. These parameters were estimated with nonlinear
least square regression was determined through the PROC NLIN of SAS.
The functional response curve, which is based on a logistic regression of the
number of prey consumed/density, was determined through the CATMOD of
SAS. These were estimated with nonlinear least square regression based on
the proportion of prey eaten/initial prey densities (PROC NLIN of SAS). (ii)
The adult thrips interference on predation of eggs by M. confusa was analyzed
by using PROC ANOVA of SAS to compare the treatments as function of
egg densities and the interaction of egg densities/treatments. The number
of preyed upon eggs/initial egg density was calculated using the regression
analysis performed by PROC REG of SAS. The models of egg predation/
egg densities were compared between two treatments using PROC MIXED
of SAS to test the equality of linear slopes; and (iii) adult M. confusa prey
preferences when all thrips stages occurred. The data were tested under the
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null hypothesis that no prey preference implies the expectation of an equal
percentage of predation regardless of prey proportion. These analyses were
performed using the PROC FREQ of SAS, and chi-square; (iii) M. confusa
prey preferences when all thrips stages occurred simultaneously. For all three
thrips life stages tested, the predator exhibited a type II functional response.
The data were tested under the null hypothesis that no prey preference
implies the expectation of an equal percentage of predation regardless of
prey proportion performed using the PROC FREQ of SAS, and chi-square
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