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Abstract

[
This text analyses the development of organic farming in Brazil. Itfshows the great variability of social
models of organic Froductlon recognised by Braziliary Law; organic, agroecolagical, ecological or
blod,Ynamm,agrlcu ture, pcrmaculture etc.. Tt depicts how the political and social concerns In the spheres of
family farming and environment caused the reorganisation of ﬁroductlon systems, in the agricultural
?ractlces and in the new relationships with the market and with natural resources. Based on interviews with
armers and stakeholders involved in the development of various organic systems, we qualified the related
models of production as well as the related social and cultural values. Wc also dpresent some aspects of the
historical roots of this agroecological movement and the way family farmers adapt to the new challenges of

ecological production.

Introduction

Organic farming (OF) exemplifies the on-going ccologisation process of agriculture. Studqu this iJrocess
means exploring the procedures contemporary Societies adopt to respond to the environmental problematic
ofdeyelogmem dynamics. Such procedures arc not only related to production and consumers’ social
practices but also to the choices of different economic and social stakeholders involved in ecological
networks. The_¥_ also result from the increased public awareness of environmental problems and of the
hazards of arti |C|aIII){ produced food (Abrcu, 2002). In Brazil, the debate on agriculture and environment
began in the 70s, following the publication of “Silent Spring” (Carson, 1968). This work affcctcd public
opinion and helped expand the environmentalist movements, It also contributed to knocking down a
prevailing cultural vision of unlimited growth and to generating conditions that would make the
establishment of new relationships between environment and agriculture possible.

In Brazil, the development of OF, especially in the last three decades, entailed the growth of organic
production in both internal and external markets. With a cultivated area of 842,000"ha, this sccfor represents
amarket that almost reached USD [ billion, in 2003, 19,000 certified organic properties and 174 certified
organic farms plants arc scattered throughout the country. Brazilian OF, which grows at an annual rate of
20%, has already a significant presence In the domestic market and is clcarly expected to expand its
international market share. OF concerns not only family agriculture but also large companies. The growing
demand for organic products is related to the fact that domestic and foreign conSumers arc increasingly
concerned about the quality of foods and the impacts of agriculture on the environment. This expansion can
also be attributed to the development of a market that is fairer to both producers and consumers, in addition
to creating jobs.

There is an important diversity of types of OF in Brazil today. Beyond the mere obligation to substitute
chemicals by other inputs respecting certain specifications, multiple interpretations of OF (collective values,
fair trade, territorial entities) and ofsigns (labels, IoFos, certification systems) have appeared, ratified by .
Federal Law 10.831 of Dec, 2003. Certification, is also djverse and contributes to new values and production
models_glRuh_Imann, 2003; Seppncn and Hclcnius, 2004). It can be individual, collective (allowing to reduce
the certification costs by 10) or even “participative” with the “Ecovida” network (Oliveira and Santos,
20042. Is this dlversnY. ofexpressions related to the dynamics of development of OF in Brazil? Or docs it
result from the translation of foreign fundamentals and references in terms of certification (IFOAM or
1S065)? This raises the Problem ot the meaning this range of agricultural models can take: survival
condition for some small producers, abandonment of “poisons or biocidcs" in production and/or
ccologization of agriculture; social aspects and emergence of new systems of values; new relations to
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oneself (food, family health) and consumers; professional legitimisation and réduction of the inequalities.
We intend to explore briefly such models and'try to interpref their meaning.

[VIethodology
The apﬂroach taken was twofold. On the ong hand, it was based on literature reviews, direct interviews with
research workers whose PhD thesis was dedicated to or?amc farming_in Brazil and with agents involved in
the development of permacultureor biodynamic agriculture (namely in experiments and tra_m,mq sessions for
farmers), information collected through participation in orgamc netivorks and subsequent visits 10 pr_tllanlc
farms and market places in the States of Santa Catarina and Parand. Concerning certification, we visited the
IBD Center (Biodynamic Institute for Rural Development, Botucatu, operating on the international level)
and interviewed two former chairperson from AAQ (Assaciation of Organic Agriculture, Séo Paulo
0 eratm%,on the federal and state Iev_elsg as well as managers from Ecocert (Florianapolis, SC), ACOPA
E: ssociation ofOr?anlc Consumers in Parana) and AOPA (Association of Organic Producers in Parana,
uritiba). On the other hand, we carried out research and field work in a rural area of the Sdo Paulo State,
with case studies in different or?anlp farms and organisations. In this new organic green belt ﬁlblun,a), we
gradually identified and conducted interviews with key Persons and active OF organisations: technical and
golmcal officers, orqanlc inspectors,lgroup leaders and farmers. A total of 25 people were interviewed and
0 of them were affiliated with social organisations (Bcllon and Abreu, 2005). The questions differed
acco_rdlnﬂ,to the people being interviewed. As for technical officers, we focussed on their activities and
relationships with organic farmers, aj well as on their descrlpnon of the OF universe. The certifying
inspectors we encountered worked either for the IBD or for the AAO. We analysed group dynamics and
operation, marketing channels and certification processes.

Results and discussion £

Models of organic farming

An ccologization process of agriculture in Brazil emerged in the mid-90s as a social movement in search of
anew ecological model of productionwhcrc OF and its potentials were felt as the “ideal type” or prototype
ofagriculture (Sylvandcr & Bcllon, 200D3). Despite controversies and the different trends 01 the models of
ecological production, we adopted those proposed by the Organic Law (Brazil, 2003), which joins different
alternative models of agricultural production under the name of Organic Agriculture. From an empirical
viewpoint, we noticed that the production systems arc beln%_rethought and that farmers arc organising
themselves or arc already organised toconvcrt their production systems and to scarch for innovative markets
(Bcllon & Abrcu, 2005). These models of OF can be desenbed in a comprehensive way (Table 1).

Table 1: Characterisation of organiofarming models
ar%ar;ic Farming Relation to the market  Production and certification ~ Social and cultural values
ode I

SolidaritY (fair prices); Confidence and validation for the Autonomy and Diversity;

Dircct sale; communities. Fraternity;
Agro-ecologicai Interactions among farmers Organisation in core groups and ~ Cooperation;
and with consumers networks of farmers Socio-technical interaction.
Experience and  * CroE planning; Economic Reality
Interaction; Emphasis on  Technical assistance and third ~ Technology:
Organic visual quality for party certification, Human health
supermarkets. fh? Collecnve or individual Soil and plant care
Specific stores; Brazilian Institute of Holism;,
Biodvnamic Anthroposophy network. ~ Biodynamics (IBD); Spiritual dimension;
Demeter label. Cooperanon:
ot Fraternity;
Direct selling; 3 Land care and land use planning; Respect; Justice;
Exchange; f Crop-animal interactions Long term projects;
Permacultnre J Recognition by Ecovida Living and habitat;
T Cooperation and interactions.
i
\
a
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In Brazil, the Io%m of the strictly speaking organic model is based on the economical calculation (or
accumulation), the use of technology and entrepreneurial management, although the latter is usually .
executed by members of the family. Nevertheless, the reference to the organic model docs not mean that air
organic farmers prefer the same system of values (relationships to the land and herlta%e,. to the techniques,* t&
the market and the global society] or have the same eerctatlons as for their future. Their distinctivencss "'
should be taken into consideration, that is, the deadlock or rupture situations that do or do not allow them tol
%ut their strategies into foractlce. T_emporal and socio-cultural heritage analyses should also be included.
ifferently from that of the organic farmers, the behaviour and systems of value of farmers involved in the
a%rpccologlcal, biodynamic and permaculture models are underpinned by humanistic, truly ecological
ethics, although they really differ among them.
Organic horticulture insmallfarmsfrom S&o Paulo Metropolitan Area

The orgianlc mode| of production is well represented in the State of Sdo Paulo. The Ibina region, the green
belt of the great Séo_Paulo Metrqpolltan Area, for instance, reveals a certain orlglnallt and represents a
significant contribution the Brazilian horticultural production, estimated in 3,000 ha (Ishimura, 2003). Its
OF(s).arc dynamic and new markets arc exploited (Supermarkets in medium cities), whereas a first driving
initiative consisted in conquering the metrapolis supermarkets by privile mg the visual quality of their
roducts. Other formsoforrqanlsatlon were identified (Bellon & Abreu, 2005). For instance, APPRL
Association of Small Rural Producers from Ibilna) is elose to OF hut targets other consumers, in a relation
between the countryside and the city. The countryside-city relation is redefined in Ibiina, which, strictl
speaking, is not a Perlu,rban area (between 50 and 100 km from the metropolis). This results from a double
movement: the delocalization of the green belts and the creation of new proximity or territorial entities.
Hints for Processmg and mterpre_tln? the data collected were also proposed during this research on the
technical level; questions of horticuTtural Froductlon pIannmg_and its environmental assessment with tools
deveIoPed for modes of production other than OF were also discussed. Actually, these tools underestimate
the facts that crop diversification and the consumption of environment arc present in certain models of OF.
One challenge consists in testing the con%ruence of the various forms of organisation of OF as compared to
the producers’ trajectories and practiccs. Field visits allowed us to understand how difficult it is forthe
organic farmers (in particular, in the region of Ibiina, S&o Paulo) to enforce the requirements of the IBD
norms (based on European norms). Another obstacle is the cost of certification for the farmers and the
appropriation of the organic product added value by the largc-scalc distributors. This resulted in the search
ofalternative forms of certification and distribution (direct sale to consumers).

Heritage and innovation in OF

The diversity of the social production forms can be interpreted as part of the heritage of European models,
adapted to the Brazilian conditions. They co-cxist with ather original forms settled under the specific
conditions of the local context, OF is also promoted b_{ political organisations committed with the
construction of a new model of society, claiming equity and justice and thus involved in social
transformation. Thus, organic acl;rlcul ure docs riot have the same meaning as in some regions in a few other
countries, where organic agriculture emerged from the counterculture and movements against the
consumption socicty (Braridenburg, 2,0022. We also rescue and revitalise the cultural heritage of the local
communities that direct their prodiction to multiple markets including innovative forms of relationship
hetween producers and consumers (Karan, 2001).

To better exPlore these agricultural alternatives, we should identify and characterise the devices in which.
such agricultures are expressed and network them. This prospect was evoked in several opportunities during
work meetings with Embrapa colleagues. A network oforgﬁnlc farms was recently built up in the State of
Sa0 Paulo, animated by Embrapa Meio Ambiente (MCT/ MDA/ Embrapa, 2004).”A methodological
deepening is necessary to apprehend these various practices. Since they raise new theoretical and
methodological issues and challenges that arc already contributing to redefine the discipline contents of
agriculture”professionals, these acfivities introduce innovation in and enhance the Embrapa’s process of
scientific knowledge generation.

Discussion and conclusions

We suggest that the.a?roccological model is more frequently found in Southern Brazil because of the strong-
dynamics of the social movement of agriculture ecologization. This was based on solid community roots
with a strong political dimension, supported by the implementation of environmental measures (landcare.
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forest conservation and develo?ment...) and consolidated bz/ the emergence of local agroecoloaical *+
networks. It is probably a result not only of the cultural heritage of the European altcraatW tfioode” i«
ofa huge work of environmental preservation backed by public policies (soil and bicKiivcrsitypriovatioo,-
this base has probably constituted the seeds to build agncultural alternatives). We can questioato

extent this model, so present in Southern Brazil, may De concretely considered as relevant for tfacfvi
development of Brazilian family farming? It expresses itself in all'the alternative movements aimed
combining food autonomy, better income and respect of the natural or ecololglcal environment'li*ts"The -
organic model of production is'also well represented in the State of S&o Paulo, where it shares its territorial
space with the other models mentioned.

In Brazil, most organic producers (organic, agroecological, pcrmaculture) have settled in small land
structures and the production strategiés arc ofiented towards family subsistence and fo the sale on multiple
markets. These include their socio-economical reproduction and the need to respect the limits of the
environment. Such issues thus led us to think of and define new, innovative forms of market and of relating
to the environment and society. Transition to a new model of development goes through the adolrJtlon of
measures and policies to strerigthen OF. In Brazil, the ecological crisis in agriculture can be explained by the
debate incited between environmentalists and advocates of a technical and productivist agriculture, settled
through an ambiguous game of immediate and circumstantial interests, As for the future of organic
agriculture in Brazil, various programs aim at strengthening the initiatives to,su?port the transition from
traditional agriculture to sustainable models. A credit line that stimulates projects ofa%roe_cologlcal .
production which favours the proper handlm([} of the natural resources, resulting in better income and quality
of life to small farmers should be enhanced. In fact, the last events seem to indicate that the Brazilian
government intends to promote a change to support the development ofagroecolo?lcal and organic
production as a way of stimulating.family farming. The results here presented arc the fruits of the first step
ofa research that must necessarily be more.comFrehenswe when it comcs to development of OF. The
scientific cooperation with INRAYFrancc will allow us to perform a comparative analysis and deeper study,
articulating ease studies with global analyscs.

References

Abreu, L. S. de. (2002). A construcdo social da relacdo com o meio ambiente: Analise das percepcles e
representacoes sociais de rlscogcoléglco_em um municipio da Mata Atlantica Brasileira. PhD Thesis,
University of Campinas. 376p3-P- Brazil.

Bcllon S. and Abreu LS dc,$2005). Fermes d’organisation de maraichers organiques péri-urbains de Séo
Paulo. Cahiers Agricultures, vol 14 n°l, 5p.

Brandenburg, A. (2002). O movimento agroccoldgicoitrajctona, contradigdes ¢ perspectivas.
Desenvolvimento ¢ Meio Ambiente. N. 6. Editora UFPr. Jul/dcz. p. 29-40.

Brasil. Lei n, 10.831, de 23 de dezembro de (2003). Diszp(")e sobre a agricultura orgénica e d4 outras
providéncias. Dirio Oficial daiUnido, v. 140, n. 250. p. 8. Secdo 1, 24 dez.

Carson, R. (1968). A primavera silenciosa. Editora Melhoramentos. Séo Paulo. 230p. Brasil.

Ishimura 1 (org). (2003). Manual de agricultura organica. Piracicaba, p. 181-192.

Karan, F, K. Agricultura organica; estratégias para uma nova ruralidadc.(2001). 232 p. PhD Tnesis.
University of Curitiba, Brazil

MCT/MDA/EMBRAPA. Projeto. Codrd. Corralcs M. F.(2004)"Disponibilizacdo e apropriagdo de técnicas
ggga F{élglréc"ultores Familiares com foco na Agroecologia. por meio de redes de referencia no Estado cc

Oliveira, D. and Santos, L.C.R. dos (2004) Certificacdo Participativa de Produtos Ecoldgicos: Caderno De
Formacao. Rede Ecovida de Agroecologia, Floriandpolis. BR, 48 pp.

Ruhlman G. (2003? Le nouveau cadre |égislatif de I'agriculture biologique brésilienne. Influence sur la
certification localc_- cas de I'IBE%Meémoire defin d'études. Istom-IBD.

Scppénen L. and Helenius J. (2004) Do inspection practices in organic agriculture serve organic values? A
case study from Finland. Agric Human Values 21: 1-13.

Sylvander B, Bcllon $. the INRA and Organic farming; toward a research program (2003). In: OECD.
g)gr?anchgnculture: sustamabl!%y, markets and policies. \Vallingford: CABI publishing/OECD. 383-

ISOFAR: Proceedings of the Conference “Researching Sustainable Systems". Adelaide 2005 NI



	THE ADVENT OF ORGANIC FARMING MODELS: ANALYSIS OF THE CURREKF SITUATION AND PERSPECTIVES IN BRAZIL

	Discussion and conclusions



