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This study refers to the assessment of environmental
impacts caused by the incidence of HLB in Brazil, as well
as the adoption of Good Management Practices (GMP) and
specific actions of disease control, according to the verifica-
tion of indicators carried out with groups of technical con-
sultants in citrus. The multi-criteria analysis (Ambitec-Agro
method) comprises indicators for verification of (i) envi-
ronmental impacts of HLB on citrus production (38 indica-
tors); (ii) adherence to GMP recommended in the Technical
Standards for Integrated Citrus Production (NTEPIC, IN no.
42 of 07/07/2008) (89 indicators); and (iii) the adoption of
specific technologies for the disease control, based on sci-
entific literature recommendations and the ‘ten command-
ments to control HLB’ (FUNDECITRUS, 2015) (31 indicators).
Thirty technical advisors expressed their knowledge about
the average levels of HLB incidence, its impacts and control
practices for a productive universe represented by 130.840
ha, corresponding to approximately 67 million plants. The
weighted average HLB incidence in these orchards (sev-
eral producing regions in the country) was estimated at
8.3%, ranging from under 5% to over 20%. The multicriteria
weighted index of environmental impacts of disease inci-
dence (scale 1) amounted to -0.12, with particular refer-
ence to increased use of chemicals and energy consump-
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tion. The weighted index of conformity with the NTEPIC
reached 69%, while the weighted recommended adoption
of HLB control practices reached 58%. Recommendations
of actions to mitigate environmental impacts and optimize
management practices for HLB control have been proposed,
based on these estimates, as guides for improved technical
action by the consultants and assisted farmers.
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