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Brazil produces about 7 million tons of bananas a year in approximately 500,000 hectares. Production value in 2014 was estimated
in 6 billion US dollars. Unlike the rest of Latin America and the Caribbean, where Cavendish varieties are predominant, in Brazil
the subgroup ‘Prata’ represents approximately 70% of the harvested area. Fusarium wilt (FW) caused by Fusarium oxysporum f.
sp. cubense (Foc) is a major constraint especially for ‘Maga” (Silk, AAB) and ‘Prata” (Pome, AAB), where reduce yield up to 100%.
Considering the socioeconomic importance of banana for Brazil, the Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation (Embrapa)
prioritized in its National Banana Research Program actions to mitigate FW. Initially, research actions focused on obtaining ‘Silk’
and ‘Prata’-type resistant hybrids. However, researches to reduce inoculum levels, to protect planting material and to improve root
and soil health are also carried out as part of an integrated management strategy. Understanding the biology of populations of
Foc present in Brazil and cases of FW in Cavendish were also studied, not only to support cultivar selection and deployment, but
also considering the threat of tropical race 4 (R4T). During the past 30 years, Embrapa developed or recommended 17 banana
cultivars: 11 hybrids, three introductions and three local selections. Within these 17 genotypes, it is worth noting two Silk-type
(BRS Tropical, AAAB and BRS Princesa, AAAB) and a Prata-type (BRS Platina, AAAB) hybrids resistant to FW. Studies of
population biology revealed 52 different haplotypes, none positive for TR4. Research on soil health carried out in five pilot areas
highly affected by FW revealed significant disease reduction in ‘Prata’. In this work we present the current state of FW in Brazil
and the Embrapa's research strategy for FW management, which is mainly based on genetic resistance, root and soil health and
integrated good agricultural practices including biosecurity at farm and landscape levels.
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