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Continued technological 
progress in poultry and 
swine and the economy 
in the use of maize and 
soybean cultivation areas
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This area is 
equivalent to 

the territory of 
the USA state of  

Connecticut.

Table 1. Estimated savings in the area of maize and soybean 
farmed due to improved feed conversion in the poultry industry.

Item 1975 2020

Production of live weight chickens 
(1,000 t) 679.8 16,452.1

World production share (%) 2.7 14.1

Export live weight (1,000 t) 4.2 4,843.1

World export share (%) 0.5 35.0

Food conversion (kg) 2.1 1.7

Final chicken weight (kg) 1.75 2.7

Feed consumed (1,000 t) 1,427.5 27,979.1

Feed savings (1,000 t) 6,581.2

Maize consumption (1,000 t) 999.2 19,579.1

Maize savings (1,000 t) 4,606.8

Productivity 2019/2020 (kg ha-1) 5,529.0

Maize: hectares saved 833,212.8

Soybean consumption (1,000 t) 535.3 10,488.8

Soybean savings (1,000 t) 2,467.9

Productivity 2019/2020 (kg ha-1) 3,438.0

Soybeans: hectares saved 717,843.6

Source: Patrício (2011), Brasil (2021), Conab (2021) and FAO (2021).

1.55
million

hectares in 
Brazil

About 1.55 million hectares 
saved in poultry industry

Savings of more than 
1 million hectares 
in swine farming

The 
technological 

progress poultry 
industry avoids 

the use of...
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This area is 
equivalent to 

the territory of 
Cyprus.

Table 2. Estimated savings in the area of maize and soybean 
farming due to improved feed conversion in swine farming.

Item 1975 2020

Swine production live weight (1,000 t) 972.8 5,373.8

World production share (%) 2.7 4.1

Export live weight (1,000 t) 50.0 1,021.0

World export share (%) 0.5 11.1

Food conversion (kg) 3.5 2.6

100.0 120.0

Feed consumed (1,000 t) 3,404.8 13,971.9

Feed savings (1,000 t) 4,836.4

Maize consumption (1,000 t) 2,553.6 10,478.9

Maize savings (1,000 t) 3,627.3

Productivity 2019/2020 (kg ha-1) 5,529.0

Maize: hectares saved 656,055.6

Soybean consumption (1,000 t) 851.2 3,493.0

Soybean savings (1,000 t) 1,209.1

Productivity 2019/2020 (kg ha-1) 3,438.0

Soybeans: hectares saved 351,690.1

Source: Barbosa et al. (1988), Brasil (2021), Conab (2021) and FAO (2021).

1
milion

hectares in 
Brasil

The 
technological 

progress swine 
farming avoids 

the use of...
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