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Abstract

The Amazon is known for its environmental importance for the climatic equilibrium, for 
its abundance and richness in biodiversity and its preservation is important to reduce 
global heating. Nevertheless, little research has analysed the possible positive role of 
the local farm population for environmental conservation. The paper investigates the 
possibility to conciliate the environmental conservation with the small farming 
expansion in the Amazon, to build agrobiodiversity, and at the same time improve food 
security. This social practice consequently would contribute to the reduction of 
deforestation and could thus falsify the old diagnosis of incriminating the poor farmers 
for forest and soil destruction. The study was conducted by the Associação de 
Produtores Alternativos, localized in territory o f Ouro Preto d ’ Oeste, Rondônia, in the 
Southwest ofthe Amazon. The study documented a number of forest preservation and 
agroecological methods used and concludes that institutional support to strengthening 
of social organization and local sustainable development projects is fundamental for 
the consolidation and amplification ofthe ecological experiences in the Amazon.

1 This article is an integrant part of a research project results named “Percepções e 
representações sociais do meio ambiente e das práticas agroambientais em pólos pioneiros do 
Proambiente da Amazônia”, which belongs to Embrapa -  Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Enterprise.

2 Embrapa Meio Ambiente, Caixa Postal 69, 13820-000 Jaguariúna, SP, Brazil. E-mail: 
lucimar[a]cnpma.embrapa. br

3 As above
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