CHAPTER 8

Tropical Rain Forests
Myths and Facts

Evaristo E. de Miranda

To build a constructive response to Vice President Al Gore’s treatment of
the science and ecology of tropical rain forests in his book, Earth in the
Balance, it is important to outline some of the unique and complex charac-
teristics of tropical rain forests. Tropical rain forests represent some of the
world’s most diverse, rich, and uncharted ecosystems. In the following
pages, I will describe a number of the basic characteristics of rain forests
and examine the Brazilian Amazon in depth.

Because of growing public concern over the condition and manage-
ment of tropical rain forests around the globe, it is imperative that re-
searchers, government officials, environmentalists, indigenous
populations, the media, and concerned citizens work together to create
the best rain forest management policies possible.

The controversy over rain forest management stems in part from
misinformation. The international media has contributed to the general
public fervor over the present and future condition of the Brazilian Ama-
zon, and Earth in the Balance perpetuates some of the tropical rain forest
myths.

[ agree with Vice President Gore on a number of basic points,
including: (1) human activities have decreased the size and number of
tropical rain forests; (2) the threat of species extinction is real, in fact,
deforestation causes species extinction; and (3) it is important to protect
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