infected. However, 1 of 4 was infected
when the number of insects/tiller was
increased to 130. One of 21 tillers
inoculated with GSV 2 at 50 insects/
plant was infected. This result showed
that the perennial rice plant was highly
resistant to both GSV strains and became
infected only at high insect pressure.
Seedlings segregated into dwarf and
tall plant types. All dwarf plants inocu-
lated with GSV 1 or GSV 2 developed
symptoms. One of 4 tall plants was
infected with GSV 1 and 4 of 11 were

infected with GSV 2. Because it

requires only 10-15 insects/seedling in

infection of susceptible varieties, results

indicate that the tall plants had consi-

derable resistance to both GSV strains.
Recovery of the virus from the tillers

infected with either GSV 1 or GSV 2

was unsuccessful, even with 60 BPH.

Recovery of the virus from either dwarf

or tall type seedlings infected with GSV

1 or GSV 2 was also extremely difficult.

Both GSV 1 and GSV 2 were recov-

ered from infected plants but percentage

of BPH which acquired the virus was
only 1.87% and 1.2%.

The presence of virus in all infected
plants used as a virus source was con-
firmed by latex test. BPH survived and
reproduced well on the tillers and seed-
lings. Hence it is not likely that the
resistance of the tall plant type and the
difficulty of virus recovery by the BPH
are caused by plant resistance to BPH. [

Brown stripe (BSt), a new bacterial
disease of rice

J. C. de Faira and A. S. Prabhu, plant
pathologists, National Center for
Research on Rice and Beans
(CNPAF/EMBRAPA), Caixa Postal 179,
74.000 Goiania, Go — Brazil

BSt is a new bacterial disease of rice in
Brazil. Symptoms are pronounced,
necrotic brown stripes along the midrib
and lateral leaf veins. Early symptoms
are 1- to 3-mm-wide light yellow water-
soaked stripes along the midrib of the
leaf blade, progressing from the base to
the tip of the leaf. Similar brown stripes
are found on the lateral veins and
margins of leaf blades. In many cases,
the stripes extend from the basal node
to the leaf sheaths and leaves (Fig. 1).
Usually, only one or two tillers in a
plant are affected. As the disease
progresses, leaves with stripes and the
entire tiller wither. In severe infestation,
the affected plants may die or become
severely stunted. In the field, the disease
symptoms appear from about 60 d after
seeding to heading.

Microscopic examination of leaf bits
with brown stripes showed streaming of
bacteria through the vascular tissues of
the cut end. However, there was no
bacterial exudate on the leaf surface.
Isolates from diseased leaf and sheath
resulted in pure culture of the bacte-
rium. On potato dextrose agar, colonies
are creamy white and umbonate, and
have undulate margins. The bacterium
is facultatively anaerobic, gram-negative,
rod-shaped, and peritrichous (Fig. 2).
Its morphological and cultural charac-
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1. Ficld symptoms showing brown stripes extending
from the basal node to sheath (left) and leaf (right).

teristics suggest that it belongs to
Erwinia. Preliminary biochemical tests
indicate that it belongs to the
‘amylovora’ group.

Inoculations of a 24-h-old Erwinia
culture by injecting a 10° - 10'°
cfu/ml bacterial suspension into midribs
of the healthy leaves in adult plants
grown in pots produced symptoms
typical of BSt (Fig. 3). The pathogen
was readily isolated from artificially
inoculated plants. Similar inoculations
with water, Xanthomonas campestris pv.
phaseoli, and Pseudomonas syringae pv.
tabaci did not produce BSt.

In 1971, a disease with similar
symptoms was registered in the State of

s

2. Bacterial cells showing flagella.

3. Brown stripes in the naturally
infected (left) and artificially inoc-
ulated leaves (right).

Sao Paulo, Brazil. However, its cause
was not established. BSt occurs in 4l
rice-growing uplands in Brazil, and the
disease was recently observed in irrigated
rice fields at Goiania. Preliminary evi-
dence indicates that it is transmitted
through seed. Further studies to identify
species, and cultural and physiological
characters of the pathogen are under
way. [



