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CSING ~ANOTECHNOLOGY TO DEVELOP
:'-lATURAL POLYMER COMPOSlTES

Luiz H.C. Mau oso

Laboratório Nacional de Nanotecnologia para o Agronegócio. Embrap a Instrumentação Agropecuária, São Carlos,
SP, Braiil. mauosotiscnpdia.embrapa.br

\'allOlechnology is 01' great intcresr, since it allows lhe rnanipulauon of mauer at lhe nano scale levei, what might
rcsult 10 great improvcrncnt on lhe pcríormancc 01' final producis. i\n enorrnous investrncnt is being dircctcd 10
nanoicchnology latcly. duc 10 lhe grcat world widc bcncfirs it can have in several lields, inclucling, new arcas such as
agriculture, ror instancc, ror lhe dcveloprncru 01' new agro-bascd products or products with irnproved perforrnance.
The first Brazilian nanotcchnology lab 11<Isbcen rccently launched by lhe Brazilian govcmrneru 10 work in lhe arca
agriculture and consequemly a nanoicchnology rcscarch network has becn formed 10 exploit lhe uses 01'

nanorechnology in this field. In this prcseniation, scveral cx amples of lhe use of nanotechnology 10 develop natural
polyrner cornposites will bc prcscntcd and discussed, involving tcchniques such as ternplatc polyrncrizatiou, self-
asscmbly, electro-spinning and others.
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