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Siwtesn pire and crossbred Rranlan mares averaging 15 months of age and 257 kg of body
weight were used to eviluate the substitution of Fhodes grass hey [(Chloris gavana, Funth)
Ly napicr grass greesn chop 4fenan&tum purmurEnE, schum! on feed intake welight gain anc
nutrient digestibility, A concentrate (408 ground corn, 40% cottonseed meal and 20% wheat
bran} made wp A0% of the ration offerod. The animals [B) were grouped o the two treatments
(60% of the ration aAs greed chop or hay) accurdinﬁ_tn their age and body ueighE: the mean
ifferences Were: tested by the Wel tese, The digestibility of nutrients was estimed by
use of chromium oxide, and the samples were analysed according te the Weende and Van Soast
procedures. There Was ne difference in dry matter intake, although the mnimale receiving
hay &8 roughage showed 2 signifigantly higher (F<0.05) daily weight gain (D-469 kg v=.
[.453 kg respectively). Also the snimale recciving hay showed a significant highg{nm
digeatibilirvy of cxude proteln {A4.01 ws. 69.52} and energy 172,12 wa. 5B.2114 altheugh
for ali putrients [dzy matter, crude fiber, ether extract, MFE, cellulose, ADE, hemi-
csllulase and MDF) no differences wWere detected, It is suggested that green ghop cannot
replape grass hay for groWing FArES,
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