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The susceptibility of grain sorghum (Sorghum bico lar) to in-
fection and colonisation by Fusarium pseudograminearum (Fpg)
and Gibberella zeae (Gz) was assessed by isolation studies involv-
ing plants grown in field plots and commercial fields. Fpg was
isolated at low frequency from plants sampled from an experi-
mental trial site at Livingston Farm, Moree which harboured
varying levels of stubble-borne inoculum. In this trial síte 1000
plants were analysed at pre- and post-senescence from four repli-
cate plots in each of five residue management treatments. Fpg
was detected at insignificant levels in sorghum from the different
treatments and inoculum levels. No Gz was isolated from this tri-
al site. The effect of agro-climate factors on the occurrence of
Fpg and Gz in mature sorghum stems was assessed at 31 com-
mercial sites representing two climatic regions, Goondiwindil
Moree and the Liverpool Plains. Fpg was rarely isolated from the
commercial crops, which provides further evidence that modern
hybrids are resistant to infection and colonization. In contrast,
Gz was isolated at low to medium levels from the Liverpool
Plains region where the pathogen is relatively common, causing
Fusarium head blight of wheat, in some seasons. However, Gz
was not isolated from sorghum stalks from GoondiwindilMoree
region. In addition, Gz was more frequently isolated from
sorghum crops where the wheat residues were known to be in-
fested with Gz.
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Bacterial effector proteins secreted through type lU secretion
systems play a crucial role in establishing plant and human dis-
eases. Type III effectors have been shown to trigger defense re-
sponses when recognized by resistam plants, and to suppress de-
fense responses in susceptible host plants. Here we examined the
hypothesis that Pseudomonas syringae pv. glycinae (Psg) carrying
the avirulence gene avrB suppresses soybean defense responses
from a soybean host rhat lacks the corresponding R gene (RPG1).
We inoculated rpg1 recessive soybean plants with Psg with or
without avrB, and compared gene expression profiles to expres-
sion response from soybean dominam for RPG1. Gene expres-
sion profiling using soybean oligo microarrays consisting of ap-
proximately 38,000 differem genes, indicated that while defense
genes, transcription factors, genes involved in the phenopro-
ponoid pathway and signal transduction components were up-
regulated in the Psg incompatible reaction, they are down in
abundance when comparing rpgl susceptible plants inoculated
with Psg (avrB) compared to an Psg (aorb') control, The expres-
sion profiling results support the hypothesis that avirulence genes
have a 'dual agem' character and can trigger rapid defense in in-
compatible interactions, and can promote bacteriaI muItiplication
by suppressing piam defenses and enhancing access to nutrients
trapped in plant celis in susceptible interactions.
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RNA-dependem RNA polymerases are amongst the most con-

served enzymes within eukaryotic cells. The aim of this study was
to evaluate the role of the tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum cv Samsun
NN) RdRp-1 in response to infection by Potato virus Y strain O.
We used two lines of transgenic tobacco in which the F.rl.Rp-l
gene was silenced moderately (R-14-1) or highly (R-5-1). Exarni-
nation of the expression leveI of RdRp-1 by serni-quantitative Rf-
PCR indicated a higher levei of gene expression after infection
with PVY in ali inocuIated plants compared with the uninoculat-
ed control plants. After inoculation with PVY, the RdRp-l gene
was expressed to a higher levei in the non-transgenic plants than
in the RdRp-l-silenced lines; however, PVY infection could also
induce the expression of the RdRp-l gene in both RdRp-l-si-
lenced transgenic lines, although to a lesser extent than in the
non-transgenic plants. Analysis of rhe plants using Western blot-
ting for PVY coat protein and serni-quantitative RT-PCR for
PVY RNA, showed a lower levei of virus accumulation in non-

transgenic plants after inoculation with PVY in comparison to
both Rdkp-Lsilenced transgenic lines. We also found a higher
levei of expression of the gene encoding the so-called inhibitor of
virus replication in non-transgenic plants than in either of the two
transgenic lines after PVY infection. Therefore, our data indicate
that the RdRP-l enzyme is involved in the expression of host re-
sistance responses to viral infection even during a compatible
virus-host interaction leading to systemic infection by PVY in to-
bacco plants.
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This study aimed to evaluate the effects of silicon (Si) on some
components of resistance to amhracnose (Colletotrichum subline-
olum) on sorghum. A 5><2factorial experiment, consisting of five
Si rates (O, 0.06, 0.12, 0.24 and 0.30 g/kg of soil) and two
sorghum lines ('BR009'; susceptible; 'BROO5'; resistant) was
arranged in a randomized design with three replications. Plants
from both lines were inoculated 30 days after emergence. The in-
cubation period (IP), latent period (LP60), relative infection effi-
ciency (RlE), area under anthracnose progress curve (AUAPC),
real disease severity (RDS) estimated with the software QUANT
and final disease severity (FDS) were evaluated. A positive quad-
ratic regression model best described the effect of Si rates on
both PI and LP 60 for the susceptible line. For the susceptible
line, the variables RlE, AUAPC, RDS and FDS decreased as the
Si rates increased with the lowest values occurring at 0.25 g of
Silkg of soil. The LP 60 for the resistant line was unaffected (ab-
sence of acervulae) by the Si rates. The IP for the resistant line
was not affected by the Si rates. Si rates had a significant effect on
AUAPC, RDS and FDS for the resistam line. Si content in
sorghum tissue increased relative to the contro1 by 55 and 58%,
respectively, for the susceptible and resistam lines. There was no
significam change in calcium in sorghum tissue for either line
tested. In conclusion, the results underscore the importance of Si
in resistance to sorghum anthracnose particular1y for the suscep-
tible line. Financial Support: FAPEMIG.
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