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Grapevine Performance and Production Strategies for Tropical Environments
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Viticulture, a tradltlonalacttvltv in countries with a temperate dimate, has been gaining lrnportance
in severalhot climate regions in the world. The per.formance of the grapevlne under tropical
conditions differs considerably from the one observed in temperate regions. The absence of a
dormancy period, assoctated with theuse of adequate cultívatiqn technologvoffersthe possibility
of tirníng the harvest for anyday of fhe. year. Thls feature brings~bout the perspective of a great
expansion for the tropical viticulture,Qe itfor the continuous market supply with table grapes, be
it for the possibility to produce large volumes of wine and juice in small industrial plants. The
climatlc variability found in intertropical zones, mainly due to the altitude, has allowed for the
identification of regions with a great potential for the production of grapes for fine vintage wines.
In this study relevant aspects of the grapevine performance in hot climates are presented and the
management techniques employed in the tropical viticulture in Brazil are discussed. Furthermore,
aspects related to the harvest timing according to the regional and seasonal clímatic variations are
dealt with, aswell as the kínd of products (table grapes, wine, juice), the intrinsic characteristics of
the cultivars used and the market opportunities. SomeBrazilian winegrowing régions are presented
asexamples.' .
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