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; Since 2004 the Food Mictobiology group from Embrapa Tropical Agtoindustry has been
studying lactc acid bacteria (LAB) isolated from handmade cheeses produced in Brazil

Nottheast. A total of 940 LAB strains have been isolated from raw milk, curd and -

ardsanal Coalho cheese. The bacteria have been aumbered according to isolation order

and classified by genus. Some of them have also been evatuated fot their tcchnologicai

properties of acid and aroma production, salt tolerance, and ptoteolytic activity. Finally
they had been stored in aumbered boxes, scparatcd by genera, at _80 °C. These LAB
strains also integrate the network research program of the National Platform of Genetic

Resources, organized by Embrapa. The aim of this wotk was to organize, in a systematic
WAY all the documentation about these LAB strains in order to characterize them as a
collection. The information about LAB was distributed in several spreadsheets, which
were checked 2

gainst the stored microotganisms and reorganized in 2 single document
with the dama for identification (&

ate and locaton of the collection etc) and
characterization of each microotganism. A reduction in the qumber of sttains from 940
to 750 was observed, which was occutred because some microorganisms did not survive
freezing process Of a5 @ result of duplicadon of LAB strains kept in different boxes. It
was also noticed that LAB strains with the same code Were clagsified in different genera
and had to be submitted to DEW identification tests. The efforts mentioned above
constituted the firse attempt to catalogue the information about LAB Collection ftom
Embrapa Tropical Agroindustry. Now these data should be inserted at Sibrargen, an
information system hased on 2 centralized data bank which has been developed by
FEmbrapa Genetic Resources & Biotechnology in order to store and make the

information about genefic resources accessible 1o agricultural research institutions.
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