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Felipe Tonato, Embrapa Amazénia Ocidental, Manaus, Brazil, Marcos Carvalho, Zootecnia, Universidade de Sao Paulo - Escola
Superior de Agricultura Luiz de Queiroz, Piracicaba, Brazil, Carlos G. Pedreira, Dept. Zootecnia, ESALQ - Univ. de Sao Paulo,
Piracicaba, SP, Brazil and Aleksander W. Muniz, Embrapa AmazA nia Ocidental, Manaus, Brazil

Cynodon grasses are becoming increasingly popular in brazilian forage-livestock systems. New ly released materials, how ever, are
distributed w ithout w ell established management recommendations. For many novel genotypes, potential yield and seasonal yield
distribution patterns are unknow n under the environmental conditions of Brazil. The objective of this study w as to determine the
annual yields, seasonal yield distribution and low er base temperature (Tb) of three Cynodon genotypes under three harvest
schedules w ith irrigation and fertilization. Plots w ere arranged in a randomized complete block design replicated four times and
harvested every tw o, four, or six w eeks at 7 cm height. Annual forage yield w as greater under longer rest periods. Total forage
accurmulation of Tifton 85 and Jiggs did not differ but both exceeded that of Vaquero under all schedules accumulating 32.7 Mg DM
ha-1 under 6 wk, 21.6 Mg DM ha-1 under 4 w k and 14.8 Mg DM ha-1 under 2 w k. Vaquero produced 24.3, 17.2 and 12.0 Mg DM ha-
1 under the 6, 4 and 2 w k schedules respectively. The Tb w as higher in Tifton 85 (13.9° C) than in Jiggs (12.5° C) and Vaquero
(6.3° C), and this impacted seasonal yield patterns of the three grasses. Tifton 85 w as the most seasonal, w ith 66/34% in summer
and in winter, follow ed by Jiggs at 63/37%, and Vaquero at 55/45%. Tifton 85 and Jiggs seem to be more interesting alternatives
than Vaquero, because they are more productive. Jiggs deserves further study under Brazilian conditions.
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