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Brazilian nut is an allogamous melittophilous plant. The proportion of flowers that are converted
fruits is very low and much of this loss is probably due to the lack and/or quality of pollination. Dur-
ing observation of floral visitors of brazilian nut, 7rigonasp. maintained agonistic interactions with
other visitors and an elaborate process to access nectar chambers from flowers by means of drilling
in bloom. It was investigated whether the level of damage is repeated in different trees near the ob-
servation points, as well as if the drilling is damaging reproductive structures. For this it was carried
out a description of the behavior of foragers in the flowers of one tree. To investigate the prevalence
of the damage by Trigona sp on other trees, there were selected nine other trees distributed around
the observation tower (in a cacao crop and a pasture), collected 100 flowers fallen to the ground for
each tree and examined the flowers. Aggressive interactions were observed with Trigona sp. attacking
the effective pollinators or any other visitor who approached the flowers. The flowers perforated by
Trigona sp were no longer attractive or reduced the time and frequency of visits of likely pollinators.
There were observed no damage to the reproductive structures on flowers drilled by 7rigona sp. From
the 1000 flowers examined only 144 (14.4%) were drilled, with 97 flowers belonging to the tree were
behavioral observations were taken. Studies that evaluate to what extent the damage caused by Trigona
sp. flowers brazilian nut interfere with pollination should be performed as well as the influence of dif-
ferent sites (cocoa cultivation and pasture) in foraging behavior.
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