
availablescientificdata,consumerstend to perceiverisksintuitively
and generallysubconsciouslythrough a"mediafilter': Forexample,
riskstend to be underestimatedif peoplearefamiliarwith the topic
inquestion,ifthe potentialharmisseenasbeinginthedistantfuture
or if peopleassumetheywill not bepersonallyaffected.Bythe same
token,riskawarenessisgreaterand hazardstend to beoverstatedif
thereappearsto benofreedomofchoice,ifhigh numbersof people
could be harmedby a single incidentor if there is no perceivable
advantagethat would counteractthe potential harm. Besidethe
individualperceptionalsothe communicationof uncertaintyinflu-
encesthe public attitudestowardspotential healthrisks.Especially
the EHEC-outbreakin earlysummer2011 in Germanyhasshown
that the discussionof uncertaintiesin conjunctionwith information
about risksisoften not understoodby the recipients.Furthermore,
it leadsto contraryas-sessments.In some casesit increasestrust
in the sourceof informationbut in othersit is alsoseenasa sign
of incompetenceand lackof honesty.Methodologicalapproaches
will be introducedthat allow a simpleand reliableidentificationof
the riskperceptionspecificallyrelatedto food risks.Thecorrespond-
ing combinationwith tools that help to understandsocio-cultural
change,the structureof society,andthe psy-chologyof citizensand
consumersenablestargetgroup-orientedriskcommunication.
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COMMUNICATIONBASEDON
SCIENCE- LESSONSLEARNED
FROMBIOSAFETYRESEARCH'
PROJECTS
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Resultsfrom Brazilianteam of researchersin the context of com-

municationaboutGMOsarediscussed.Thefirst approachoccurred
within the internationalGMOERAProjectwhen discussionswere
madeto identifysocietyneedsthat could be satisfiedbythe useof
GMOs.Resultswerepublishedin the"PFOAHandbook"anda prop-
ositionof a Braziliancasestudyusingthis methodologywasmade
in the Project"Environmentaland SocialRiskAnalysisfor GMOs"
that involvedstakeholdersfor the developmentand validationof
the methodology;findingswerealsopublished.Environmentalbi-
osafetyaspectsconnectedto communicationand public percep-
tion component was the approachof the multi-country project
"LAC-Biosafety':Regardingthe public perceptionand societyde-
mands,it was offeredtraining for professionalsof communication
to disseminateinformationabout GMOto the interestedpeople.It
hashadan important impact to the internationalcommunity that
seeksto multiplyandadaptthe initiativeto othercountries.Theles-
sonlearnedwasthat the cooperationbetweencommunicationand
technicalteamsis the key point to deliveryadequateinformation
andrequiredproductsto the public,basedon the bestavailablesci-
ence.Themethodologymayvary,but thereareindispensablefac-
tors:transparency,inclusive,and basedupon the bestscience.The
methodologiesshouldbeappliedto anycountryor culture,but the
activitiesandthe productsmustbeadaptedforeachcase.
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About 80% of all soybeansare produced in just three countries
(USA,Brazil&Argentina),allof whichgeneticallymodified(GM).a-
rietieshavebeenauthorisedforcultivation.Altogether,about75<1h

of the globalsoybeanproductionconsistsof GMvarieties.EuropeIS
not self-sufficientasregardsto certaincrops,suchassoya.Soybean
ingredientshavebeenreplacedby ingredientsfrom other oilseeds
orpulses.However,the availabilityofsuitablesoybeansforlecitt>n
is neverthelesscrucialaslecithin isa food additivethat isusedat a

low level,wide spreadand hardto replace.With bulktrading there
is a possibilityof "cross-contamination';despiterobustsegregatiC"
methods.Giventhat there is no solutionfor the interpretationof a
"technicalzero"for the eventualpresenceof not yet EUapproved
GMcropsin foodcausedby the slowapprovalprocessof new G~
crops,the Europeanagri-foodsectorisconfrontedwith aprobler"'.~
cannot manageproperly-- evenacceptingadditionalcosts.In tris
context,harmonisingthe implementationof the zero-tolerancepc;-
icy for non-authorisedgeneticallymodified(GM)materialinfood ,$

crucial.It is necessaryfor food producersto havelegalcertaintyas
regardsofficialcontrolsandto preventdifferentnationalapproach-
esfor theseGMOs.

~

EUFEEDINDUSTRYEXPECTATIONS
REGARDINGFUTURETRADE
IMPACTS& AND MARKET
ACCEPTANCEWITH REGARDTOTHE
EXPANDINGGLOBALGM-PIPELlNE
Ruud Tijssens; Alexander Döring
FEFAC


